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WEDDINGTON 
WINS

Warriors reach state 
title game with 

18-point victory.
SPORTS, Page B1
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Weather

Today’s  
full report on 

Page A2
Get up-to-the-minute updates at  

www.enquirerjournal.com.

Mostly sunny

HIGH: 48
LOW: 40

1.3
Americans gain an average of 
1.3 pounds between Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, according 
to a study in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. The weight 
gain is attributed to extra snack-
ing, holiday parties and binge 
eating during the five-week 
stretch. The study monitored the 
weight of 3,000 participants.

A number to know

1816: Indiana became the 19th state.
1844: Nitrous oxide was used for the first time in 

dentistry.
1936: King Edward VIII abdicated the throne of 

Britain for the woman he loved, Mrs. Wallis 
Simpson.

1941: Germany and Italy declared war on the 
United States.

Today in history

COMING UP
Coming Wednesday
Garden columnist Joy 
Goforth offers advice on how 
to keep your landscape in 
outstanding condition.

Coming Friday
Christian faith-based columnist Carey 

Kinsolving helps children gain a better 
understanding of the Holy Bible.
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Arp appreciated
N.C. Rep. Dean Arp is revered 

in Indian Trail for the role he has 
played in getting funding allocated 
to upgrade Crooked Creek Park, 
and they were proud to present 
him with the Distinguished Legis-
lator Award.
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HAMILL’S NATIONAL TITLE
Gary Hamill has been the men’s 

soccer coach at Wingate Univer-
sity for 25 years, and he recently 
delivered the school’s first-ever 
Division II national championship 
in any sport. Hamill does most of 
his recruiting outside the country, 
with 22 of his 28 players coming 
from another country. Hamill said 
their accomplishment will make it 
even easier to recruit top talent.

Read more about Hamill’s 
ride to the title on Page B3.

Review: Christmas  
comedy misses mark

“Office Christmas Party” is a 
series of unrelated and uninterest-
ing visual gags, one-liners and 
stupid jokes, writes E-J movie critic 
Andrew Martin
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Maria Pharr is the next 
president of South Piedmont 
Community College. 

Phar r,  the  execut ive 
director of  BioNetwork 
and Life Science Initiatives, 
North Carolina Community 
College System (NCCS), 
in Raleigh, was selected 
out of five finalists. She will 
begin in her new position on  
Jan. 2.

“I was very excited and 
very honored to be chosen,” 
she said. 

Pharr heard about 
the job when a few 
people told her they 
felt like she would be 
a good fit, she said. 
She said she visited 
the campus and the 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d 
agreed. 

She said she saw tre-
mendous opportunity and is 

excited to think about it. 
“I also value what I saw in 

regard to the college 
itself with the strate-
gic plan and the direc-
tion that they would 
like to go,” she said. 
She said she has simi-
lar values in expand-
ing student opportu-
nities. 

She said she sees 
the job as bringing togeth-
er her values, passion and  

her experience. 
South Piedmont Com-

munity College recently 
received a bond from the 
community to build a new 
facility and expand in the 
western part of the county. 
The school also received 
money from a statewide 
bond recently. 

Pharr said this shows tre-
mendous support from the  

SEE PHARR/PAGE A8 

SPCC names Pharr president
BY CAROLYN STEEVES

CSTEEVES@THEEJ�COM 

Maria Pharr

Union County Public Schools staff 
requested permission to purchase 
S.P.I.R.E. resources and materials 
in order to train employees at each 
elementary school to assist students 
with dyslexia last week. 

The purchase was $134,753.38 
and purchases that exceed $100,000 
require board approval. The board 
voted to send the proposal to the cur-
riculum committee for study by an 8-1 
vote with Board member Christina 
Helms voting in opposition. 

The request was appearing before 
the board without going through com-
mittee because of urgency, Superin-
tendent Andrew Houlihan explained. 
He said they would look to have staff 
trained in the program by January 
and going to committee and then 
back to the board will delay imple-
mentation. 

“We will be a month delayed on the 
implementation and on the training, 
that is why it is coming before you 
now,” Houlihan explained. “We have 
a sense of urgency around this. I have 
several principals here tonight, they 
have been asking us for this. That is 
why it is coming to the December 
meeting. It is the board’s decision, 
I’ll respect that, but I want to explain 
to you all why it’s remained on the 
agenda for this evening.”

S.P.I.R.E. is based on the Orton-
Gillingham approach to reading, 
according to a document given to the 
board. It is already used in about 15 
schools and about 19 teachers are 
trained using it.

Jane Webb, director of Exceptional 
Children’s Programs, said the results 
from parents and teachers have been 
positive. She said she did not have 
specific numbers, but the system has 
had success with the SPIRE program. 

Carrie Rule, the Exceptional Chil-
dren’s literacy facilitator, said she 
attends district and state meetings 
and has spoken with other facilita-
tors and teachers about the program. 
She said they all speak very highly 
of the program and its success rate.  

SEE DYSLEXIA/PAGE A7 

Committee 
to study 
dyslexia 

materials
BY CAROLYN STEEVES

CSTEEVES@THEEJ�COM

Union County may have found 
its very own Santa Claus in the 
form of Brandon Reeves who, 

for the second year in a row, will be atop 
Brandon Reeves Auto World in Monroe 
24/7 until 1,500 bikes are collected for 
children in Union County.

Reeves’ dedication to the cause 
began when his 6-year-old son learned 
through the Operation Christmas Child 
program at his school that there are 
children without a bike. Feeling so 
disheartened, Reeves’ son asked his 
father if he could donate his very own 
bike to a child in need.

Taking inspiration from his son, 

Reeves decided to go on top of the roof 
of Brandon Reeves Auto World 24 hours 
a day until 100 bikes were collected. To 
his surprise, over 600 bikes, 635 to be 
exact, were collected and donated to 
the Union county Christmas Bureau, a 
noticeable dent in the 3,000 bike total 
the bureau need for children that signed 
up to receive a bike, said Cristina Love 
from Brandon Reeves Auto World.

But that was 2015. This year Reeves 
is asking for people to donate 1,500 
bikes, upping the ante to match the 
number of bikes the Christmas Bureau 
needs to give a bike to every child that 
signed up this year.

SEE BIKES/PAGE A8

Man vows to collect 1,500 bikes, 
stay on roof until the goal is met

BY ANDREW MARTIN
AMARTIN@THEEJ�COM

Contributed photo
Monroe Mayor Kilgore, center in tie, and Crime Stoppers President Reid Helms, 
center in black vest, help unload bikes donated to Brandon Reeves Auto World to 
help meet the goal of 1,500 for the Union County Christmas Bureau. 

Spreading cheer
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Chick-fil-A and the Mon-
roe Mall to bring smiles 
and new tennis shoes to 
students whose families 
are struggling financially.

“We are reaching into 
our community to see if 
we can help,” Kitchin said. 
“Children are our prior-
ity. We feel this is a great 
need. We would love to be 
able to help other schools, 
but we can only do two 
schools right now.”

School counselors 
identified financially dis-
advantaged students who 
were then measured for 
shoes by JCPenney asso-
ciates who came to the 
school about a month 
before the big event.

When the big day 
arrived, students traveled 

to the mall on a school 
activity bus and were 
greeted by Rudolph the 
Reindeer. They were then 
able to choose one of 
two pairs of tennis shoes, 
and were given two pairs 
of socks donated by the 
store.

“My shoes are broken 
and raggedy,” said anoth-
er first grader. “I liked 
the sparkly shoes but I’m 
getting the pink Converse 
because now when I’m in 
the gym, I can fun faster.”

Once students got 
their shoes, they were 
given breakfast from 
Chick-fil-A, and then had 
an opportunity to talk 
with Santa, complete with 
a complimentary photo 
taken with him.

“It’s amazing to see 
the faces of these kids 
just light up,” said Walter 
Bickett Elementary coun-
selor Barbara Aligwekwe. 

“They look forward to 
this every year. They will 
ask, ‘Are we going to the 
JCPenney shoes day? Are 
you picking me?’ It’s awe-
some. God bless the First 
Presbyterian Church for 
making this happen. I get 
goosebumps each time 
they do this.”

Employees at JCPen-
ney are all smiles as they 
assist and talk with the 
students. “It’s awesome,” 
said store manager Kyle 
Craigie. “The church is 
great. They do a fantas-
tic job of making this pro-
gram awesome.”

The annual event is 
so popular with store 
employees; Craigie said 
several of them asked 
to come in early so they 
could be there when the 
students arrived.

“Sometimes our asso-
ciates are so taken with 
the kids and their situa-

tions, they get together 
and donate clothes to 
them as well.”

This article was provided 
by the Union County Public 
Schools Communications 
Office
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county and gives the 
school  an oppor tu -
nity to grow. She said 
they want to make sure 
they are not just meet-
ing the current needs 
of students, but looking 
to the future needs, as 
well. 

She said this is an 
exciting time both for 

her personally and for 
the school. 

Phar r is succeed-
ing Jerry McGee, who 
has ser ved as inter-
im pres ident  s ince 
March. Stan Sidor was 
SPCC’s president from 
2011 unti l  Januar y, 
when he took a position 
in Florida.

Pharr worked as the 
assistant vice president 
of academic af fairs at 
Pitt Community Col-
lege in Greenville prior 

to her current position 
with NCCS. She has 
a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from St. 
Andrews University, a 
master’s degree in sci-
ence education from 
East Carolina University 
and a Doctor of Educa-
tion in higher education 
administration from 
East Carolina Universi-
ty, according to a state-
ment from SPCC. 

She has about 16 
years of experience in 

community colleges, 
she said. 

“I also love the com-
munity,” she said. She 
said she felt they would 
“not only be welcomed, 
but can really embrace 
this community.” 

Pharr is also excited 
to work with the fac-
ulty, staff and board of 
trustees. She said both 
groups are really great 
teams and she is look-
ing forward to being a 
part of them. 
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$4.00
Generics 

Faulkner’s
DRUGSTORE

704-283-8131 • 215 E Jefferson St. • Downtown

Faulk
ner’s

DRUGSTORE

How do you know you are getting 
the right prescription pills?

We strive to be the most accessible health care provider, 
with the greatest expertise about medication, their actions 

and interactions, appropriate use, monitoring, and cost. 
We help our patients manage complex medication regimens 

for multiple chronic conditions and advocates for the patient.

Can you say the same for the big chain store?

• All prescription cards accepted
• Friendly staff and helpful advice
• 15 minutes or less wait time

American Parts 
of Monroe, Inc.

704-283-8541
315 W. Morgan St.
Monroe, NC 28112

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE • RENTERS

Competitors Rates
$116 a month

Our Rates
$104 a month

FREE QUOTES

www.superiorins.com

NEW LOCATION!   SAME GREAT RATES!

Mike Lentz - Agent/Owner
551 Morgan Mill Road

Monroe, NC 28110

mike.lentz@superiorimg.com

Office: 704-207-0140
Fax: 704-837-8674

• Private Pay
• VA/ LTC
• Workers’ Comp.

• Medicaid
• Certifi ed to Provide 
   CAP, PCS, & PDN

Providing Excellent 
Care In The Home 
From Pediatrics 

to Geriatrics

Monroe Offi ce:
1821 Rocky River Road North
Monroe, North Carolina 28110
Telephone 704.292.1234

Wadesboro Offi ce:
217 Leak Avenue

Wadesboro, North Carolina 28170
Telephone 704.695.9171

TWO LOCATIONS: 

Zeke is a big boy with lots of 
love. According to shelter staff, 
he is very sweet and loves to 
play. He is about 2 years old and 
weighs about 70 pounds. He is 
a Rottweiler mix and is waiting 
for a family at the Union County 
Animal Shelter. 

He is up-to-date on his shots 
and ready for adoption. 

Smokey is waiting for his 

bandit. He is a male, neutered 
domestic short-haired cat who is 
about 6 years old. His front paws 
are declawed and according to 
shelter staff, he is very sweet and 
loves attention. 

Smokey is up-to-date on his 
shots and waiting for a family at 
the Union County Animal Shelter. 

The fee for adopting a dog or 
a cat is $85. The fee includes first 

shots, deworming, a heartworm 
check, rabies shots, spaying 
or neutering and a one time 
“well-check” vet visit.

The shelter is on 3340 Presson 
Road in Monroe. The phone 
number is 704-283-8303. Adoption 
hours are Monday through 
Friday from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m.

Adoptables
ZEKE SMOKEY

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
today, especially: Tate 
Mills, Janet Helms and 
Syvlia Burns

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
Monday, especially: 
Larry VonCannon, 
Campbell Cox and 
Colton Greene

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
Tuesday, especially: 
Lila McGee Huneycutt, 
Toni Ormand, Ellen 
Yandle and Lottie 
Massey

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
Wednesday, especially: 
Emily Mills

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
Thursday, especially: 
Violet T. Crook and 
Richard Deese

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
Friday, especially: 
Mitchell Richardson, 
Davis Cox, Braxton 
Lyons, Helena Seabolt, 
Brenda Ramsey Eudy 
and Susan Guion

Best wishes are 
extended to everyone 
celebrating a birthday 
Saturday, especially: 
Marcia P. Hayes, 
Debora Anderson and 
Rondell Johnson

Add your names 
to our birthday list by 
sending an email to 
birthdays@theej.com.

Logan Christopher 
Walters will be 10 
years old on December 
13, 2016. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chris and Kim 
Walters (Alexander) 
of Waxhaw. His 
grandparents are Eddie 
and Ellen Hargett of 
Waxhaw, Mike and Kay 
Walters of Waxhaw, 
Roy and Jan Hounshell 
of Mint Hill and Phil 
Alexander of Monroe. 

Logan’s great-
grandparent is Frances 
Walters of Monroe. 

Logan Christopher Walters

Elijah Paxton Smith 
was 6 years old on 
November 23, 2016. He 
is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jason P. Smith 
(Allison Threatt) of 
Wesley Chapel. His 
grandparents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Ken Threatt 
of Wesley Chapel 
and Donna Smith of 
Stallings. 

Eli’s great-grand-
mother is Mrs. Dorothy 
Paxton of Stallings. 

Elijah Paxton Smith

Katherine Christine 
Fangman was 10 
years old on October 
24, 2016. She is the 
daughter of Dr. and Dr. 
Bill Fangman (Shanda 
Threatt) of Belmont. 
Her grandparents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken 
Threatt of Wesley 
Chapel and Mrs. 
Linda Fangman of The 
Villages, Fla. 

Katherine Christine Fangman

Birthdays

BIRTHDAY WISHES

PHARR

SHOES
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“Last year we collected 635 
new bikes for Union County kids. 
This year I’m not coming down 
until we collect 1,500 new bikes for 
Union County kids for Christmas,” 
Reeves said.

A little over 500 bikes have 
been dropped off at Brandon 
Reeves Auto World so far, with an 
additional 375 bikes collected from 
CMC – Union and 100 bikes from 
the McGee Corporation, Love 
said. Tony Stevens from Stevens 
Septic has also been generous with 
donating his time and assistance, 
taking this past week of work to 
scour the County for bikes and 
possible donations, Love said.

Around 975 bikes have been 
collected in total as of Friday 
afternoon throughout the various 
organizations, Love said. However, 
she said it has been harder this 
year to find bikes as fewer people 
are choosing to donate bikes. 
Instead, more people are choosing 
to donate money in the form of 

checks, which are then cashed to 
buy bikes, Love said.

But local businesses have 
helped pick up the slack and 
cover the difference. Love said a 
conservative estimate has seen 
around 30 small businesses 
come together to donate various 
amounts of money to help 
buy new bikes. In particular, 
Love mentioned Bible Baptist 
Tabernacle Church and School, 
which has donated $5,000 to help 
for 115 new bikes, which cost 
around $50 each.

Reeves still needs around 500 
new bikes before he will come 
down from the Auto World roof. 
New bikes can be dropped off 
at Brandon Reeves Auto World 
at 950 West Roosevelt Blvd. in 
Monroe. Bikes can also be picked 
up remotely if time permits. 100 
percent of all monetary donations 
will go to the Union County 
Christmas Bureau to help provide 
children with a magical Christmas.

You can keep up with Reeves’ 
roof top adventures by watching 
video updates from the man 
himself at https://www.facebook.
com/BrandonReevesAutoWorld.

BIKES

Contributed photo
Brandon Reeves Auto World is 
asking for people to donate 1,500 
new bikes for  the Union County 
Christmas Bureau, which gives 
bikes to children who might oth-
erwise go without a Christmas 
present. 


	11_The Enquirer-Journal__A__1
	11_The Enquirer-Journal__A__8

