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 Excellent 

(3) 
Good 

(2) 
Fair 
(1) 

Poor 
(0) 

Comments 

 
Purpose: 

The purpose of the 
research is clearly 
stated in the proposal. 
The purpose is 
focused and well 
thought out. The 
hypothesis is well 
developed with a 
scope appropriate to 
available resources. 
Language used is 
appropriate for 
submission to the 
Board.  

The research purpose 
is present and is stated 
with adequate clarity. 
The purpose appears 
to be fairly focused. 
The hypothesis is 
developed, but seems 
somewhat vague. 
Some overly technical 
language has been 
used. 

The purpose of the 
research is presented, 
but is fairly unclear or 
unfocused. The 
hypothesis is not fully 
developed and 
appears to be very 
vague. Overly 
technical language is 
used and cannot 
easily be understood 
by someone outside 
the field.  

The purpose is not 
presented, or is 
missing a hypothesis. 
Only technical 
language was used 
and cannot be 
understood by 
someone outside the 
field. 
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Poor 
(0) 

Comments 

 
Subject 
Recruitment: 

PI has given in depth 
description of subjects 
he/she wish to use. 
All recruitment flyers 
and letters have been 
submitted. PI has 

PI has noted 
population of subjects 
he/she wishes to use. 
PI has identified 
subjects with 
diminished autonomy, 

PI has vaguely stated 
population to be used, 
with no specific 
description. Subjects 
of diminished 
autonomy have not 

PI has not stated type 
of population to be 
used.  

 



identified any subjects 
that may have 
diminished autonomy 
and has specified their 
type of population. 
Description has been 
given regarding 
contact and screening 
process of 
participants. PI has 
noted any 
compensation 
subjects will receive. 

but has not specified 
their type of 
population. 
Recruitment flyers 
have been attached, 
but little description 
of contact/screening 
process has been 
given. PI has not 
noted any type of 
compensation to be 
given to participants. 

been identified. 
Missing recruitment 
flyers or letters. 
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Fair 
(1) 
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Procedures and  
Data Collection: 

Rationale and details 
of procedure are 
accurately described. 
Any experimental or 
interventional 
procedures have been 
described. PI has 
noted any deception 
to be used and how it 
will be used. 

Rationale and details 
of procedure are 
defined, but 
somewhat vague. PI 
has stated used of 
experimental or 
interventional 
procedures, but has 
not described them in 
detail. Deception has 
been noted, and 
description of how it 
will be used is 
provided. 

Rationale and details 
of procedure are 
provided, but vague, 
or use overly 
technical language. PI 
has not noted any 
experimental or 
interventional 
procedures. Deception 
has not been noted. 

Rationale or details of 
procedure are 
incomprehensible.  
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(3) (2) (1) (0) 
 
Risk Assessment  
and Management 

Any foreseeable risks 
have been identified. 
PI has included 
aproper assessment of 
the degree of each 
risk presented. 
Measures and 
precautions to 
minimize these risks 
have been noted. PI 
has stated worst case 
scenarios and how 
he/she will handle 
them. 

Many foreseeable 
risks have been 
properly identified. 
Vague assessment of 
the degree of each 
risk has been 
presented. PI has 
identified some, but 
not all precautions 
that can be used to 
minimize risks. PI has 
stated worst case 
scenarios, but not how 
they will be handled. 

Some foreseeable 
risks have been 
properly identified. 
Assessment of the 
degree of each risk 
has been noted, but 
not clearly discussed. 
Few precautions have 
been identified to 
minimize risks. 
Lacking worst case 
scenarios stated by 
the PI.  

Few to no foreseeable 
risks have been 
properly identified. 
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Fair 
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Benefits: 

Benefits of the 
research have been 
described in depth. PI 
has noted whether 
benefits will be to 
subject, or to others. 
Detailed explanation 
has been provided of 
how others in the field 
will benefit from this 
research. 

Benefits of the 
research have been 
stated, but minimally 
described. PI has 
noted whether 
benefits will be to 
subject or to others. 
Vague explanation of 
how others in the field 
will benefit from 
research has been 
provided. 

Benefits of the 
research have been 
accurately stated, but 
not described. PI has 
noted whether 
subjects or others will 
benefit from study. 
No description has 
been given of how 
others in the field can 
benefit from the 
research.  

Little to no benefits 
have been sited. 
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Privacy, 
Confidentiality,  
and Data 
Management:  

PI gives in depth 
explanation of how 
they will protect 
subjects’ privacy. 
Specifies any 
identifying 
information that will 
be collected from 
subjects. Denotes any 
audio or video 
recording that will be 
used and why. PI has 
methods in place to 
store data and gives 
detailed explanation 
of security measures 
to be taken and who 
will have access to it.  

PI gives general 
description of how 
subjects’ privacy will 
be protected. 
Confirms or denies if 
identifying 
information will be 
collected from 
subjects. Denotes 
audio/video recording 
that will be used. PI 
gives general 
description of storage 
methods to be used 
and who will have 
access to it. 

PI gives very vague 
description of how 
privacy of subjects 
will be protected. 
Confirms or denies if 
identifying 
information will be 
collected from 
subjects. Gives little 
description of storage 
methods to be used. 

PI gives little to no 
information about 
how subjects’ privacy 
will be protected. 
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Informed Consent: 

PI has identified all 
consent processes and 
attached copies of 
letters. A description 
of the consent 
process, including 
who will be collecting 
consent has been 
included. PI has 
indicated any possible 
coercion or undue 

PI has identified 
consent processes and 
attached letters to be 
used. Brief 
description of the 
consent process has 
been given. 
Possibility of coercion 
and undue influence 
has been addressed. 
Additional tools used 

PI has identified 
consent processes but 
has not attached 
copies of letters used. 
No description of the 
process has been 
given. 

PI has not identified 
consent processes, or 
has given little to no 
information regarding 
these processes. 

 



influence to subjects. 
Any additional tools 
to be used have been 
indicated and copies 
have been provided 

are missing. 
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Board Decision: 

(   ) Approval        (   ) Approval Pending Modifications      (   ) Deferred      (   ) Referral to Full Board      (   ) Denied 


